@Congress of the Wnited States
MWashington, BE 20515

July 14, 2005

Ms. Elizabeth Bazan

Mr. Charles Doyle

American Law Division
Congressional Research Service
The Library of Congress

101 Independence Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20540

Dear Ms. Bazan and Mr. Doyle,

We write to request your opinion as to whether or not very high- ranking members of the
President’s staff are subject to the Congressional impeachment process. The Constitution in its
discussion of impeachment does not spell out with any specificity which federal officials are
impeachable. We believe that the rationale for impeachment clearly applies to high-ranking
officials who wield presidential authority in many cases with even more impact than some
cabinet officers. And we do not see any Constitutional language that would exclude such
officials from the impeachment process. But because this appears to be a question of first
impression, and because of the grave importance of this matter, we write to ask your opinion as
to whether or not it is Constitutionally permissible to initiate impeachment proceedings against
the President’s Deputy Chief of Staff, or other similarly highly placed officials.
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Rep. Barmney Frank

Rep. John Conyefs
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